
It is now several months ago that we ! rst 
heard of the potential latest pandemic, Swine 
Flu. 

Media activity was considerable in the early 
part of the year - winter and early spring, 
then fell away somewhat. The assumption for 
many was that Swine Flu was a winter malady 
and that the risk had passed with  the coming 
of summer and better weather. 

However, over the last few weeks, with both 
the signi! cant increase in reported cases of 
Swine Flu, with the death toll rising and the 
age/health pro! le of the victims changing, 
there has been increasing media coverage 
about the potential impact of Swine Flu 
hitting the UK. 

In addition, almost daily now there seems to 
be advice being given by various governmen-
tal agencies or medical bodies, then contest-
ed the next day, about how best to avoid or 
prepare for Swine Flu. What is clear is that 
the potential impacts could be very severe: 
on both individuals and on business. 

Latest predictions from the UK Chief Medical 
Of! cer in mid-July suggest up to 100,000 
people a day could become infected, and 
some 65,000 people might die from the virus.

Whilst opinion is divided on the potential 
scale of impact, there is no doubt regarding 
the preparations that are required to be taken 
by individuals and businesses alike. Such a 
pandemic may cause issues that affect staff, 
customers, clients and the ability to continue 
to deliver business as normal.

On this latter point, it appears that business is 
not as prepared as it needs to be.

The most recent CMI/ Cabinet Of! ce CM Study 
in July indicated that some 57% of businesses 
had no plans for dealing with a Flu outbreak, 
or their existing plans were weak:

The consequences of being ill-prepared are 
considerable and the causes of business 
disruption, apart from the loss of individuals 
affected are wide ranging, including:

� illness of family members
� closure of schools
� public transport disruption

Whilst the impacts are to some extent 
unavoidable, there are a number of steps 
which can be taken to mitigate the worst 
impacts and to ensure that organisations 
continue to deliver the best services possible 
under what would undoubtedly be dif! cult 
circumstances.

However, this requires action now � action to 
understand both the risks and the readiness 
of your organisation for dealing with the 
impacts of Swine Flu. 

HOW PREPARED ARE YOU?  
FRMS can help" Contact us now for further 
information on a FREE Swine Flu Healthcheck 
Survey: a short on-site review of your 
arrangements which will highlight your key 
risk areas and suggest how these might best 
be addressed.
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BE PREPARED:
HOW PREPARED IS YOUR ORGANISATION TO 
DEAL WITH THE IMPACTS OF SWINE FLU?

Contact us now to register for your FREE online Swine Flu Healthcheck Survey and discuss how 
we can help you and your business �BE PREPARED� for the impact of Swine Flu.
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